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good evening the battle for blame on the nation's economy is in full cry tonight and some kind of tax cut is 
expected to emerge what kind for how much and to whose benefit that we cannot say it's also possible that 
interest rates will drop even more which drove the stock market to another record today let's begin tonight 
with nbc's john cochran on the president's strategy john tom the president went on the road today to defend 
his economic package against a frontal assault he expected from the democrats today but the democrats 
switched tactics on him in florida the president began by referring to the sick economy in a way that 
reminded some of his collapse in tokyo last month from the flu and the professional pessimists tell us 
america has become weak and disabled that our economy has fallen and it can't get up well that is just plain 
bunk it's not true and i'm going to tell you what we can do about it one thing congress can do he said is to 
pass a capital gains tax cut bush expected house democrats at this hearing to attack such a cut as favoring 
the rich and unfair to everyone else bush was ready for the attack and yes let's talk about fairness lower 
capital gains mean more investment and more investment means more jobs but the democratic assault on 
fairness never materialized that left bush with another complaint foot dragging on his march 20th deadline 
and if you hear people in congress gripe that they can't get the job done by march 20th remind them we won 
the gulf war in 44 days surely congress can pass my urgent domestic program in 52 days but instead of 
griping bush's longtime buddy democrat dan rostinkowski promised 
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democrat dan rostinkowski promised action on all of his tax proposals before march 20th there will be only 
one tax bill this year and it's going to be written in the next few weeks as the president has demanded but 
before anyone thinks washington has suddenly become a model of bipartisan cooperation a reminder the 
democrats are only promising a tax bill not bush's tax bill the fight hasn't even begun former senator paul 
songus comes closest to having home field advantage but it's not just being from neighboring massachusetts 
that accounts for his surprising strength among democrats it's also his ideas nbc's andrea mitchell paul 
zangas understands the loneliness of the long distance runner when he began 11 months ago no one took 
him seriously is this for real are you seriously considering running for the presidency of the united states yes i 
wouldn't be doing this if i was not serious deadly serious when george bush's approval rating was more than 
90 in some polls most democrats were running for cover songus was campaigning in iowa i'm going to try to 
run a campaign on ideas his chief idea the need to rebuild the nation's industrial base but for months people 
didn't listen they called him boring too earnest terrible on television they say that i'm that my strongest point 
is i have a movie star quality that i'm a very charismatic speaker and what few people realized was that 
sagas is a man with a mission who has licked tougher odds than he faces this year eight years ago he quit 
politics to fight non-hodgkin's lymphoma a form of cancer at first there was denial after a high-risk transplant 
a remarkable recovery as a survivor he is passionate on the subject when a student claimed that nuclear 
power which sangha supports can cause cancer don't ever lecture me about cancer i'm not lecturing you 
imagine when you've had it and you've dealt with it then we'll have a discussion but 


00:04:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odADHYkRu8Y &t=240s 





a discussion but do not lecture me his economic philosophy is rooted in his hometown lowell massachusetts 
a dying mill town songs and local businessmen helped revive his sense of service was born in the peace 
corps and it to me was the defining experience of my life it did a lot of things for me when i went to ethiopia i 
was a republican some democrats say he is still a republican he favors cutting the capital gains tax calls a 
middle-class tax cut pandering and has the nerve to tell the united auto workers not to bash japan i'm not a 
japan basher i'm not a middle-class tax cut guy what i want to do is compete beat him but on television his 
message was getting lost in the media how do you people listening to us he's trying to fix that had a relative 
coach him on what to wear and how to act in the last debate let me finish i got a media coach you know this 
is both red and diagonal you will never again see me with a tie that's not red and not diagonal song is his 
determination is paying off polls show him leading other candidates who were thought to have star appeal i'm 
a song i have a sense of purpose in what i'm doing i really as corny as this may sound that i feel that i 
survived and there's an obligation in that survival he doesn't have much money to carry him past new 
hampshire but he has ideas which have already forced the other democrats to be more substantive in this 
year's campaign andrea mitchell nbc news washington in america this election year it is that something must 
be done first about the economy and then about health care american medical care is world class but it's far 
too expensive and it's just not available to everyone nbc john cochran tonight on president 
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nbc john cochran tonight on president bush's new plans to address the problem george bush always said he 
wanted to be the education president and the environmental president now he wants to be the health 
president in the fourth year of his presidency and nine months from election day bush has a health plan we 
will make health care more accessible by making health insurance more affordable for the poor such as a 
family of three earning ten thousand dollars a year the bush plan would give tax credits or vouchers of dollars 
to buy private health insurance a single person would get twelve hundred and fifty dollars for the middle class 
bush would permit tax deductions for the cost of health insurance a family making less than eighty thousand 
could deduct up to thirty seven hundred and fifty dollars at a capitol hill hearing the mother of a six-year-old 
suffering from cerebral palsy was not impressed i'm trying to care for my child at home where he belongs 
and for that i get new help joshua has a right to full participation in the american dream the white house plan i 
think falls kind of short some workers with health problems fear that if they change jobs they will lose group 
health insurance the bush plan would force insurance companies to cover such workers nationalized 
systems cover everyone but keep in mind the drawbacks that come with the nationalized system long waiting 
lists for surgery bush said a nationalized system would cost up to 500 billion dollars a year in new taxes 
bush's own plan will cost 100 billion over the next five years and he is fuzzy on how to pay for it almost at the 
last minute bush backed away from a politically dangerous plan to tighten controls on medicare and medicaid 
expenses now bush only suggests that congress consider such cuts smart sensible efficiencies will help our 
reform plan pay for itself the bush health plan will never get far 
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the bush health plan will never get far in a democratically controlled congress the real question is whether 
bush would veto a democratic plan should the democrats ever get their act together john cochran nbc news 
cleveland of all the health plans candidates are promoting in this election year the president's is the most 
conservative as nbc's chief medical correspondent robert brazell tells us now the democrats see this as a 
major opportunity the health care issue will provide voters with a clear ideological choice most democrats do 
not accept president bush's belief that private insurance companies operating in an open market can stop 
exploding health care costs democrats quickly attacked bush's proposal today it's woefully inadequate it's not 
a serious effort to reform our nation's health care system the president's plan will not control costs it will 
increase costs all five of the democratic presidential candidates have been talking a lot about health care 
each with his own ideas they are much more similar to each others than to the presidents at the same time 
democratic leaders in congress are developing a plan it is likely that before november there will be one 


democratic health plan we'll try to put a bill on the president's desk if he accepts it that's to the good if he 
rejects it we'll try to override the veto and if he we can't override the veto we'll try to work out something we'll 
do the best we can to solve this problem this year some democrats favor a single federal insurance program 
that would replace most private insurance but the most likely option to emerge will be the one called play or 
pay under player pay the government would require all employers to either purchase insurance for their 
employees or pay into a national fund that fund would set up a huge federal insurance plan to cover 
everyone who doesn't get health insurance at work a new federal health 
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insurance at work a new federal health board would try to hold down costs by setting national spending goals 
and negotiating payment rates for doctors and hospitals this year americans will spend more than eight 
hundred billion dollars on health care that's twelve percent of the gross national output and growing rapidly 
changing such an enormous segment of the economy will be complex and difficult the democrats say the 
only change that is acceptable will be to get costs under control and ensure that all americans have access 
to health care robert bazelle nbc news new york tom and i were in new hampshire a few days ago watching 
the candidates for me the trip was an eye-opener i knew about new hampshire's economic troubles but i 
wasn't prepared for what i saw suburban malls normally throb with life on saturday afternoons the malls i saw 
looked like ghost towns no customers sales people standing around i've been going to new hampshire 
primary since 1956 and i've never seen things so bad when you ask people about the economy they say 
they're in a depression not a recession so this is not a normal presidential year usually the economy is 
healthy during presidential elections presidents see to that because they want their party to win eisenhower 
saw to it so did nixon and reagan it is pretty much the rule in 10 of the last 12 presidential election years the 
economy has been in good shape except for 1980 and 1992. in 1980 of course president jimmy carter lost 
the election and in 1992 the economy is sick again especially in new hampshire things have changed 
dramatically since mr bush won the primary four years ago four years ago unemployment in new hampshire 
was around two percent today it's almost eight percent so george bush is in an unusual predicament most 
presidents run for re-election in good times he's got to run in bad times and the first voters he faces this year 
live in new hampshire where a lot of angry people say they're in a depression tom a world of real people with 
their 
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tom a world of real people with their problems and hopes and that is what it will be like in new hampshire the 
first uh primary state just nine days away and fred briggs sets the scene of what the vote there is about who 
wants to start us at about a hundred thousand dollars anybody at a hundred then fifty a home goes on the 
auction block in the state that leads the nation in foreclosures officially new hampshire's motto is still live free 
or die but the signs seen most often in cities or small towns have a simpler message it says people are 
getting desperate they paid two and three times what these properties are worth four and five years ago and 
there's there's nothing they can do in the resort of loon mountain the developers couldn't build enough 
condos four years ago they were sure yuppies in boston hartford even new york would be standing in line 
paying 200 000 or more to have a place here they didn't those that did are trying to get out optimistic 
developers even built a shopping center and some retailers actually moved in open for business that never 
came few states rode the boom of the 80s quite as high as new hampshire did in many respects it led the 
nation in acquiring new business new residents and new homes four years ago it had the country's lowest 
unemployment rate two and a half percent now it's close to ten percent among the highest the largest banks 
have gone under or been taken over by the federal deposit insurance corporation this house by the way 
belongs to the state's democratic party chairman and he may lose it in a foreclosure to a bank taken over by 
federal regulators the fdic and the other government agencies are going to be the largest property owners in 
the state of new hampshire at the end of this year there it is again real estate in this tiny state 36 000 jobs 
were in construction four years ago now it's less than ten thousand one year ago there were layoffs at this 
lumber mill i just couldn't believe that they do that you don't have to work in there 14 years i just found out i 
was pregnant the month before they weren't speculators but speculators helped them prosper 
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but speculators helped them prosper and now the state is paying dearly for putting aside its thrifty yankee 
tradition looking for a sign from a candidate and to rid itself of signs like this fred briggs nbc news franklin 
new hampshire the iowa caucuses are tonight but without much of a contest there attention centers on next 
week's new hampshire primary arkansas governor bill clinton was back in new hampshire today he's trying to 
regain his lead in the polls lost following a barrage of news reports raising questions of character nbc's lisa 
myers is with clinton today bill clinton sounded like a candidate who thinks he's in trouble i just have one 
thing to say about the next eight days i'm going to fight like hell but i'm going to fight for the people of new 
hampshire the future of this economy and the soul and direction of this country he dealt with growing 
concerns about his character by trying to change the subject to what he called the real issues how to give 
our children a world-class education how to solve the real problems of real people a weekend poll shows 
clinton and former massachusetts senator paul songas dead even each with 28 percent of the vote perhaps 
more troubling for clinton less than a third of his own supporters considered him the most truthful and honest 
candidate clinton slip was triggered by charges last week that he avoided the military draft which he denies 
did i do anything illegal or wrong i did not but the seeds were sown earlier with jennifer flower's allegations of 
a prolonged extramarital affair new hampshire voters who knew clinton gave him the benefit of the doubt 
about that even as his unfavorable rating jumped in the rest of the country but in recent days after the draft 
story reinforced questions about his character the damage began to show well i think it's a big morals 
question i don't i think it's very important for people to be able to believe what he's saying i'm concerned like 
everyone about you know what's the next thing the candidate perfectly positioned to benefit from all this 
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benefit from all this paul tsongas who's suddenly drawing overflow crowds what was it they said this morning 
that being uncharismatic was no chic songs no frills no nonsense campaign is in some ways the antithesis of 
clinton's broad-based highly packaged appeal which some see as slick clinton's ace in the hull has always 
been electability the perception that he would be strongest against george bush but weekend polls show that 
clinton or songus could beat bush in new hampshire clinton is a candidate with a cloud over his head the 
next eight days will be critical more than half the voters say they could change their minds between now and 
the primary lisa myers nbc news expected john chancellor would be in new hampshire for his commentary 
you'd be right well here we are in new hampshire again and the democrats are in disarray again bill clinton 
has the best organization and the most money but he's falling in the polls paul songas is a little-known long 
shot without much money and he's rising in the polls the results here may be inconclusive the winner may 
not get the rush of national attention new hampshire has provided in the past that's why there's talk about 
other democrats famous democrats making late entries into this year's race mario cuomo or richard gephardt 
or senator lloyd benson and that exposes a flaw in the way we pick presidential candidates most of the 
delegates who choose the candidates are won in primary elections to win those delegates candidates have 
to file applications to run in those elections as of today many of those filing deadlines have passed it would 
be possible but very difficult for cuomo or gephardt to get into the late primaries it could happen but if it 
doesn't the democratic candidate will be named clinton or songus or kerry or harkin or brown not household 
names no heavy hitters that's why some democratic professionals are unhappy 
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democratic professionals are unhappy it's the trap of the primary system which allows hardly any room for 
late entries the system is unique the united states is the only democracy that holds elections to choose 
candidates for high office the democrats may pay a high price for that this year iowa senator tom harkin won 
that state's democratic caucuses last night with almost 80 percent of the vote but the race was uncontested 
and the turnout was low now harkin who has turned toned down some of his language faces a tougher road 
nbc's andrea mitchell tonight tom harkin is a prairie populist a blunt talking orator who sees life as an epic 
struggle between rich and poor [Applause] and they deserve to get help too i'll tell you that for harken they 
include all republicans and his democratic opponents i'm the only real democrat in this race and i believe it's 


time that we have a real democrat run for the presidency united states so when i hear george bush and his 
fat cat republican friends tell me that they're building a conservative opportunity society i got a one word 
reply his politics of anger were born out of hard experience growing up dirk poor in small town iowa harkin 
lost his mother when he was 10 his coal miner father died of black lung disease i started at the bottom you 
can't start much further from the bottom than i did so i know what achieving the american dream is all about 
his brother frank who is deaf inspired harken to sponsor the americans with disabilities act frank was a 
member of the united auto workers until he was laid off harkin tells his brother's story often as proof that he 
identifies with organized labor 23 years he worked there and then they threw him out on the track sheet 
because they brought in the scabs and busted the union his childhood made him a champion for the poor 
and the working man 
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the poor and the working man his need to fight for everything toughened him admirers call him aggressive 
critics call him mean downright nasty when it comes to george bush i saw that hurricane hit his house in 
kennebunkport i said the time that was mother nature's way of getting back at him for calling himself the 
environmental president brutal on arkansas governor bill clinton's record and personal life someone asked 
me the other day how come i wasn't doing better i said well i haven't been in star magazine enough perhaps 
harkin has been accused of exaggerating aspects of his record until called on it he referred to himself as a 
combat pilot in vietnam in fact he was based in japan ferrying damaged planes occasionally to vietnam i was 
a navy fire for eight years eight years eight months and eight days only five of those eight years were on 
active duty fighting the establishment was his trademark since first working as a congressional aide last year 
he forced an early vote on the gulf war against the wishes of his own party leaders while harkin has promised 
a new new deal jobs national health care a host of other government programs don't ask him how to pay for 
it but you got to understand specifically do you mean you want me to cross everything about every eye no 
i'm not an accountant i'm a leader he's a throwback to the party's past a pure liberal and proud of it time for a 
president who understands what our working families are going through i'm telling you folks i didn't read 
about this at yale or harvard or dartmouth [Music] i lived it but so far harkin's old-fashioned liberal solutions 
have not persuaded new hampshire voters who want stronger medicine for their economic ills andrea 
mitchell nbc news washington our daily difference tonight voice of the people new hampshire republicans are 
deciding what kind of a message they'd like to send to george bush in next week's primary the democrats in 
that state are looking for a candidate that can beat the president national correspondent bob kerr listened to 
the voices of keene new hampshire where a few minds are made up 
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well they all seem to be uh about the same to me nobody really stands out you know somebody that you 
could really jump on and support do we have any oatmeal none of these guys have run before there's no real 
nationally known candidate running who's built up a reputation over years spend a day at lindy's diner in 
keene and you find most democrats hungry for a winner but demoralized by the choices on their party's 
menu maybe we just have to look towards 1996. i am a registered democrat and i would say i'm probably a 
little confused at times i'm embarrassed i'd like to see that fella from new york yeah come in governor of new 
york mario cuomo yeah he's not in there yet no i'd like to see you uh we're looking for a democrat who can 
win desperately need to win all through breakfast it was clear that the only folks really excited about the 
primary are republicans who hoped to give president bush a scare what i'm looking for is to send a big is to 
send george bush a big message by voting for pat buchanan soon after the lunch crowd showed up another 
message was Clear that the dreams of democratic party officials about bill clinton's electability have become 
a nightmare now they got something more on clinton dodging the draft [Music] i don't know grilled cheese 
and bacon on weed up with fries burnt likely voters were as divided over clinton as they were over what to 
eat i am a bill clinton man and i although i can't convince my wife he just doesn't come off as an honest 
person to me but and his wife has an attitude too people here are generally friendly toward democrats but 
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toward democrats but can't seem to shake questions about clinton's character my roommate and i were just 
talking about that and he said and we said if he can cheat on his wife he's going to cheat on america never 
before have voters been offered so much information on the candidates and issues thick position papers and 
long debates and yet for all the emphasis on substance most voters i met here complain that somehow all 
the candidates sound alike names do come up kerry brown and others but there's no one voters seem to feel 
passionate about even as songhus is gaining ground none of them really really strike me on the democratic 
side i i think probably in in november i'll end up voting republicans over separate lindi's democrats say they 
want to come home but still are looking for someone to lead the way bob kerr nbc news keene new 
hampshire tonight from nbc news headquarters in new york good evening a week from today the results of 
the new hampshire primary and tonight the sitting president and the man who was leading the democratic 
pac are already involved in damage control as he formally announced his candidacy today president bush 
had trouble on two fronts from challenger pat buchanan and from congressional democrats on his economic 
package nbc's john cochran with the president in new hampshire tonight john tom to satisfy congressional 
republicans back in washington the president has changed his economic game plan the plan he is selling 
here in new hampshire the president knows the hard-pressed voters of new hampshire want economic help 
now and bush said they will get help if congress meets his deadline to pass his recovery package by march 
20th i want to be able to report to the american people that the liberation of america's economy has begun 
while a house committee studied the bush plan the president attacked committee democrats 
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attacked committee democrats and they say they're taking up my plan but they are not and so i'll say again 
don't relabel my plan don't change it but bush himself has already changed part of the plan he announced 
with much fanfare in his state of the union address congressional republicans demanded changes when they 
discovered bush's plan would raise some taxes in return for cutting taxes immediately on capital gains bush 
also wants to delay a middle class tax cut until this fall democrats can't believe their luck i can see no 
justification for reporting capital gains relief for rich investors today while working families with children wait 
for a second bill that may never come the democrats will try to capitalize on what they think is a white house 
political blunder by offering their own tax breaks for the middle class but bush's most pressing problem 
comes from his own party from pat buchanan today a boston newspaper which is read in new hampshire 
endorsed buchanan and said bush has betrayed those who voted for him in 1988. the bush campaign is 
ready to launch negative tv ads against buchanan if late polls look bad for bush without mentioning 
buchanan bush criticized the isolationism associated with him our national symbol isn't the ostrich it's the 
eagle and that's the way it should be the president takes the buchanan challenge seriously enough to return 
here for two days this weekend tom thank you john and nbc's andrea mitchell also is in new hampshire 
tonight with the latest on arkansas governor bill clinton's draft status more than 20 years ago a time when he 
opposed the vietnam war andrea tom once again clinton was put on the defensive forced to talk about his 
draft record instead of his economic policies using an american flag as a backdrop an angry clinton tried to 
explain a letter he had written in 1969 to his rotc recruiter 
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recruiter this letter is the account of a conflicted and thoughtful young man who like so many americans at 
the time sought a deferment from the draft and who like many others made himself available for the draft the 
three-page single space letter was written when clinton was 23 a graduate student in england obviously 
tortured over the issue clinton thanks the colonel for saving me from the draft acknowledging political 
ambitions he wrote i decided to accept the draft in spite of my beliefs for one reason to maintain my political 
viability within the system clinton claimed ted koppel of abc news told him the letter was leaked to abc by the 
pentagon we've been down the road of dirty tricks before coppell told nbc news clinton is mistaken that he 
had only said it was my impression that the source got it from someone in the pentagon implying it was not 
an official leak in any case clinton's aides were furious about this latest distraction wait wait wait wait wait 
what do we got you what is the pentagon doing in the middle of a political campaign a clinton supporter on 
capitol hill is asking the fbi to investigate the leak it is flat wrong and it must be stopped clinton continues to 


slide in the polls just as the right in movement for mario cuomo is picking up pollsters see damage beyond 
new hampshire well i think bill clinton has to start worrying not just about the effect of this in new hampshire 
but looking beyond new hampshire to the south where people still have a strong sense of military obligation 
there are six days to go and a lot can still happen but leading democrats are becoming increasingly 
concerned about the prospects for clinton's candidacy once upon a time in american politics the farm vote 
decided elections then we all moved to the city and the city vote was what counted now that has changed 
again which leads us to the key fact about the politics of 1992. this will be the first presidential election in 
american history that will be won or lost in the suburbs not on the farms and not in the cities but in the 
suburbs that's where most voters now live so 
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that's where most voters now live so that's where the action is this year you can see it in the presidential 
campaigns here in new hampshire the candidates talk about middle class tax cuts restoring home values 
creating jobs for middle-income workers those are all worthwhile goals but what is different this year is that 
they are goals to help voters in the suburbs you don't hear much from the candidates about rebuilding the 
inner cities you don't hear much about the very poor the blacks and hispanics who live in the inner cities that 
may be because new hampshire is mainly small town and white but it looks as though the political messages 
all across the country this year will not have much to do with the cities too bad if something isn't done about 
the cities with their problems of crime drugs unemployment and despair the whole country is going to suffer 
america can't compete in the world if it's cities are in trouble but it's not likely that you'll hear much this year 
about people who live in cities you will hear about people who live in suburbs that's where the votes are now 
good evening remember no president has been elected since 1952 without first winning the new hampshire 
primary and tonight that first in the nation test for 1992 goes into the final hours looking like a wild horse race 
bill clinton's campaign is entangled in his draft status during vietnam and that has reopened talk of the mario 
scenario nbc's andrea mitchell is covering the democrats in new hampshire tonight andrea tom bill clinton 
was trying to put his campaign back on track today in the face of more slippage in the polls clinton was 
holding his head high and blaming his troubles on the news media back to the people we'll regain the 
momentum i think it's back booming again are you in a uh fighting war today you bet i'm doing great today 
his organization is still strong crowds are large but he's almost pleading for another chance other people 
have questioned my life after years of public service i'll tell you something i'm gonna give you this election 
back 
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you this election back and if you'll give it to me i won't be like george bush i'll never forget who gave me a 
second chance and i'll be there for you till the last dog dies here's what's happened in the past four weeks 
clinton and paul tsongas have traded places clinton is sliding songs is climbing leading by 11 points today 
and that doesn't reflect the impact of clinton's latest troubles on the draft issue war hero bob kerry didn't have 
to rub it in i don't want to reflect the vietnam war for guys taking this campaign what we need to be debating 
is the cold war tom harkin didn't hesitate saying the draft letter had sealed clinton's fate mario cuomo 
supporters are talking about a different kind of draft a write-in campaign mario you care for our needs we're 
begging you please to ride they were able to watch cuomo last night at harvard across the border in 
neighboring massachusetts delivering a passionate campaign-style speech against george bush's policies 
and campaign tactics that's what the pledge of allegiance was that's what boston harbor and willie horton 
were that's what the quota debate was last year and that is what welfare could be about this year and he 
gave the right in movement a big boost in my own state they're saying lousy things about me if they want to 
say nice things in new hampshire i'm going to encourage them cuomo didn't say yes but he gave a broad 
wink and did it within eyesight of new hampshire voters when will the vietnam war stop haunting our 
presidential campaigns there seems to be no light at the end of that tunnel john chancellor has commentary 
tonight on this from new hampshire this country's war in vietnam started maybe 30 years ago and ended 


around 20 years ago but it's still affecting american politics whether governor clinton did or did not avoid the 
vietnam draft in 1969 is an issue that has complicated and perhaps crippled his presidential campaign 
senator harkin has had to change his tune on what he did during the vietnam war as a navy pilot 
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war as a navy pilot and senator kerry understandably makes much of his heroic combat experience in the 
war vietnam began changing politics right here in new hampshire in 1968. eugene mccarthy got 41 percent 
of the vote in the presidential primary that year running as an anti-war campaigner president lyndon johnson 
got 49 percent but he was so spooked by the new hampshire results that he pulled out of the race shortly 
after there are many who believe that if hubert humphrey had denounced the war early in his presidential 
campaign he would have beaten richard nixon in 1972 president nixon was running in the new hampshire 
primary and got his cage severely rattled by an anti-war campaign run by congressman pete mccluskey four 
years ago avoiding the vietnam draft got dan quayle in big trouble and the draft is back with us this year 
involving bill clinton and something that happened 22 years ago it just goes on and on there is something 
politically toxic about the vietnam war a conflict that has hurt more american politicians than it has helped 
good evening the three biggest issues of this election year the economy the economy and the economy have 
started a bruising tax fight between the president and democrats as we head into the final weekend of the 
new hampshire presidential primary congressional democrats are challenging the president on tax cuts at the 
expense of the rich nbc's andrea mitchell with the details and the consequences andrea tom most democrats 
are trying to tap into the economic misery by offering tax cuts an election year gambit that has the president 
on the defensive bill clinton staged a photo opportunity at a supermarket checkout counter to make his point 
a four hundred dollar tax cut would buy three carts of groceries a lot of people said it was peanuts i think it is 
very significant he accused the president of bait and switch promising to cut taxes and not delivering here's 
george bush giving a state of the union address talking about deducting the interest on 
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talking about deducting the interest on student loans talking about increasing the children's tax exemption 
talking about helping the middle class because they can come to the grocery store and then he turns in the 
budget and it's gone the president said today he'd veto the tax bill democrats in congress are proposing tax 
cuts for the middle class paid for by tax increases on the rich we don't need any tax increases what we need 
to do is stimulate the economy and every time you aim at the wealthy you hit these guys that's just the way it 
works and so i don't think that uh why divide kind of keep trying to divide america class against class 
perhaps because most democrats think class warfare is good politics we want to cut taxes on middle class 
americans president bush wants to cut taxes for the very highest income americans that's the principal 
difference between the president's plan and ours but the front-runner in new hampshire called the 
democratic tax cut terrible economics he'd veto it if he were president the democrats did their polling what 
they discovered was to win the white house you have to appeal to the middle class and that's where it came 
from did not come from people who said this is good for the economy and even in hard-pressed new 
hampshire some voters are skeptical about a tax cut that would increase the federal deficit no i think we 
need to get people to work so they can pay their taxes no you don't need a tax cut need a politician cut if 
songas holds on to his lead in new hampshire it could be a warning to democrats in washington that playing 
politics with tax cuts doesn't work tom thank you andrew and the president's tenacious challenger from the 
right pat buchanan today accused bush of a scam for proposing a 500 increase in personal exemptions and 
then not submitting that to congress as nbc's lisa myers tells us tonight for the president buchanan's bite is 
as bad as his bark the anger is still there but in the final days the bully boy of the right is trying to transform 
himself into patrick the compassionate i know the pain up here 
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the pain up here i've heard about the lost homes and the shattered lives we need a government which is a 
little more compassionate and understanding charity begins at home my friends what is going on in this 
country that does not mean he has stopped beating the president's brains in can we afford four more years 
of broken promises send a message his attacks are so relentless that even three-year-olds are chanting you 
guessed it pay my rent no new taxes having nailed down hardcore conservatives buchanan now is going 
after the disaffected belatedly sketching out his vision of america we need a new american revolution a 
middle american revolution in this country and i am here to preach the liberating faith of economic freedom 
for the american people he proposes bigger tax cuts than bush wants a freeze on federal spending pay cuts 
for congress and the president he also says that this country must stop being what he calls trade wimps and 
end most foreign aid the united states has got to repatriate her own wealth and resources and bring him back 
home to the usa despite his new talk of compassion buchanan has not repudiated a single one of his 
controversial views he still thinks aids is nature's retribution against homosexuals wants to build what he 
calls the buchanan fence to stop illegal immigration from mexico and would throw some of the homeless in 
jail you've got to keep your streets clean and safe or you're going to lose your city buchanan remains largely 
a protest candidate a vehicle for anger against bush that costs him among some conservatives we want to 
send president bush a message not a bomb buchanan cannot do anything more than hurt george bush in the 
election the wild card is turnout buchanan's voters will show up in a blizzard bush's support is so soft that 
some of them may not vote at all if that happens it's conceivable 


00:40:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=odAbDHYkRu8Y &t=2400s 





all if that happens it's conceivable that new hampshire could send bush a bomb by giving buchanan more 
than 40 percent of the vote lisa myers nbc news manchester garrick ugley good evening this is not the way 
george bush had planned it on this weekend before the new hampshire primary the economic recovery was 
supposed to have been in full swing his popularity high the road to re-election wide open but here we are 
today and there was the president campaigning hard against democrats and a fellow republican let's go to 
manchester new hampshire and andrea mitchell and john cochran john will start with you and the president 
gary today the republican campaign degenerated into accusations of lying without mentioning pat buchanan 
by name president bush accused him of lying in his commercials raise the personal exemption the state of 
the union by 500 per child for every family today he's abandoned your tax cuts even his advisors admit it was 
just a speech for new hampshire yesterday i'm told new hampshire voters were subjected to flat outright lies 
about this plan this plan includes many things and perhaps the most important a tax relief provision for 
families with children but the truth is bush never put those tax cuts in the same high priority economic 
package he wants congress to pass by march 20th but you have to listen carefully and i want the congress to 
move on this just as soon as possible and it must be done in this session of congress but this session of 
congress won't end until late this year long after the march 20th deadline bush is set for the other tax cuts he 
wants for capital gains and real estate taxes play a big part in this campaign with buchanan harping on 
bush's failure to keep his no new taxes pledged in an interview in today's boston globe bush claimed i never 
did take the pledge the new hampshire pledge not to raise taxes but four years ago bush won the new 
hampshire primary by 
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bush won the new hampshire primary by saying his rival bob dole would raise taxes i won't raise your taxes 
period and my friend bob leaves the door open in 1988 bush relied heavily on negative ads but today he said 
he is the victim of negative ads you don't like get kicked around too much but that's all right they're coming at 
me from deep left field and deep right field and i've been out there to fenway park i Know what it's like stay 
the course stand up and say what you are for horse is selling the line that after three years in office the 
country still does not know what george bush stands for our line straightened out let's go to andrea mitchell 
who's covering the democrats in new hampshire andrea garrick with the primaries still up for grabs the 
candidates are doing everything possible to reach undecided voters even going door to door although bill 
clinton has stopped sliding in the polls many voters were left with questions about his trustworthiness so he 
and his wife tried to deliver their message directly today ringing doorbells of people the campaign had 


determined were still undecided his campaign produced twenty thousand of the home videos a sales pitch 
designed to counteract some negative news reports money isn't a problem for clinton he's got more than any 
of the other democrats in another half hour of paid television one caller asked about the draft controversy 
would you now agree that had you told the truth about your not wanting to go to vietnam that you would be 
better off today most of us thought for most of that year that everybody's lottery number would be called so i 
did not tell a lie i told the truth frontrunner paul songus is still an improbable media star after 11 lonely 
months a three block stroll down elm street in manchester was a major event three more days i'm asking you 
not to eat not to sleep to get you married ignore your children the battle for third place is getting nasty 
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third place is getting nasty don't invite tom harkin and bob kerry to the same party whoever doesn't get the 
ball in new hampshire may be forced out of the game harkin is attacking the others for supporting some 
business tax breaks more tax cuts for the rich and big business create wealth at the top they say he fails to 
mention that clinton and kerry also favor middle-class tax cuts carrie counter-attacked in his new ad tom 
harkin is attacking bob carey but he's wrong on the facts all i'm trying to do with my specific ad is to respond 
to a very inaccurate advertisement that tom's running what the heck i can take the heat and so can he if you 
can't take the heat get out of the kitchen bombarded by all this is it any surprise that a lot of new hampshire 
voters have not decided i'll go out and vote but i haven't quite made it up my mind yet probably carrie or uh 
what's the other one what's our uh from massachusetts sangasangas i always got to say dukakis the 
candidates are all stockpiling more attack ads in case they need them and with the primary only three days 
away some polls show that one out of four candidates one out of four voters are still undecided garrick thank 
you andrew as we mentioned a moment ago there is a write-in campaign for governor cuomo of new york in 
the new hampshire primary the democratic list although the name is not on the ballot of course and philip 
crone who is the chairman of the draft cuomo committee is there mr crone many people would ask whether 
it's fair to have this write-in drive undermining those candidates who are up there going out in the cold getting 
tired and trying to win this primary work almost sits at home how do you respond well first of all it's not unfair 
that the people of the united states have an opportunity to choose their own leader in their own president we 
don't have to just take the people that are given to us it's nice that they want to run but we want the strongest 
the best candidate in order to beat president bush and the only candidate who really matches that standard 
is governor cuomo of new york he's the only heavyweight 
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york he's the only heavyweight if uh president nixon but may i interrupt you because how do you persuade 
people practically to vote for a man who says he's not a candidate and doesn't come to new hampshire to 
face them and talk to them and seek their vote well first of all he's a known quantity he can't run right now 
they understand that because he has a job and he's doing his job as governor of new york there's a budget 
crisis which he's handling and at the right time he'll be a candidate and he'll be nominated in july if if there's 
no clear democratic winner in new hampshire do you think cuomo will change his mind and then enter the 
race i don't think that that what is what will determine what he needs is a clear message from the people of 
new hampshire who have a history of doing write-ins and who have a history of leading this nation and if they 
use pencil power to write in mario cuomo on tuesday and send a strong message that's what we need all 
right philip krohn head of the draft cuomo movement thank you very much for being with us from new 
hampshire and we'll be back with more news in just a moment from nbc news headquarters in new york 
good evening the 1992 presidential campaign is starting with a bang not a whimper as we head into the final 
hours of the first primary with an unconventional and unlikely democrat out front and a sitting republican 
president working to the final hour to head off embarrassment nbc's andrea mitchell tonight is in the middle 
of that topsy-turvy democratic race andrea tom no one could have predicted this finish a few weeks ago a 
field of better known democrats in hot pursuit of paul sangus [Applause] [Music] today's theme song is called 
new sensation even the candidates seem surprised at how his solitary crusade has turned into a real 


campaign this is so bizarre this is so bizarre i am such an unlikely candidate during the last few weeks more 
money has been coming in as much as forty thousand dollars a day money is the mother's milk of politics 
and uh we've been discovered by a lot of mothers trying to protect his lead song 
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mothers trying to protect his lead song has introduced environmentalists who've endorsed him moving 
quickly to rebut criticism of his support for nuclear power last night that issue dominated the final new 
hampshire debate the other democrats went after songs for being pro-nuclear yeah let me stay on nuclear 
too i mean paul we're not all trying to gang up on you we're not saying you're wrong all the time and these 
people who have now suddenly discovered conservation and renewables 12 years after i did i think have a 
heck of a nerve to engage in those characterizations former front-runner bill clinton was scrambling today 
trying to pump up supporters and reach undecided voters dashing across a state where he was leading only 
10 days ago trying to lower expectations when i came up here all you fellas in the media said if i could crawl 
my way into third place i could win the nomination so i feel great about where we are and where we're going 
bob carey's campaign is hoping for new life from a strong debate performance senator any strategies just 
keep working tom harkin drew bad reviews for the debate and for attack ads jerry brown has had little impact 
here and then there's the wild card a rally for a write-in candidate who isn't here but now says he wishes he 
worked that leaves songs from neighboring massachusetts a heavy favor tomorrow's today it's hard to 
believe isn't it after all this time let's go get them what hasn't been tested yet are the candidates get out the 
vote organizations turnout could also be affected by weather it is expected to snow here tomorrow afternoon 
tom andrea let's talk about the calendar for a moment presuming that paul songus comes out of new 
hampshire can he take that no-frills message of his south i think it's going to be very difficult for him to prove 
that he is not just a regional candidate he might have some organization in maryland coming up in 
neighboring maine caucuses but the southern primaries are going to be very tough all right thank you very 
much andrea mitchell tonight in new hampshire as for the republicans the president has done everything but 
build an 


00:50:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=odAbDHYkRu8Y &t=3001s 





done everything but build an extension of the white house in new hampshire as he tries to keep conservative 
challenger pat buchanan in low numbers nbc's john cochran is at the washington white house tonight john 
tom after a weekend in new hampshire the president is back here but he's still campaigning in radio and tv 
interviews tonight he was asked why he failed to put his proposal for personal exemption tax cuts in the 
economic package he wants congress to pass next month as i said in the state of the union message it's in 
the longer term plan the longer term plan is not long term it's to get it done this year but what i'm trying to do 
in the seven point plan is to get the committee to lay aside politics and pass incentives that will stimulate the 
economy today challenger pat buchanan kept hammering away at bush's credibility like a prize fighter aiming 
his punches at cuts which have already drawn blood buchanan has ridiculed bush over and over again for 
reneging on his no new taxes pledge but the president is most vulnerable on the economy everybody's out of 
work and i just don't think he realizes the problems that the working people have for sure i think he's too far 
above us to understand it buchanan has tapped a rich vein of anger but bush has most of the republican 
establishment working for him and the outcome may hinge on whether the rough and ready enthusiasm of 
buchanan's volunteers can compete with the experienced bush staffers i'm volunteering today for captain 
cannon bush may have campaigned too little and too late here this weekend he never said his modest 
crowds on fire it took his pal the terminator to do that hasta la vista baby today buchanan claimed his own 
crowds are a sign his campaign is peaking a second sign is a fella that was up here yesterday and left town 
a little disheartened mr bush he took the terminator with him the president may have stayed in washington 
but mrs bush returned for 11th hour campaigning 
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11th hour campaigning even buchanan supporters admit she is formidable but most people don't vote for 
spouses the real question is whether more than 30 percent of republican voters will go for a protest 
candidate right now some polls should be counted below 30 percent tom let's talk about the expectation 
game what does pat buchanan have to do to truly embarrass the president based on the white house 
definition of that well they're saying predicting he may get 38 to 42 but they don't believe it if he gets that high 
george bush is seriously embarrassed and is in trouble on super tuesday down south tom thank you very 
much john cochran at the white house tonight means testing sounds like a laboratory experiment but in fact 
it's an explosive issue in american politics when it's applied to social security and medicare and yet pulse in 
new hampshire the pressure is on it's on democratic candidates throwing elbows at each other today with 
just two days to go before the primary there the pressure's also on george bush fighting off a challenge from 
fellow republican pat buchanan we're covering both races tonight with andrea mitchell and john cochran 
andrea tell us what the democrats are doing garrick it is now a race to see who can persuade the most 
undecided voters with only two days that are left bill clinton has no time to lose still sagging in the polls he's 
trying desperately to regain momentum in these final hours i'm your candidate go break it in on tuesdays 
trailing badly bob kerry is trying to salvage his campaign on this sunday before the primary he was looking 
everywhere for support can i have your phone honey the only candidate who wasn't frantic was paul songas 
is this where the endorsement is only hours before tonight's final new hampshire debate songs was on meet 
the press discussing issues that have always been politically taboo like raising medicare and social security 
taxes on the wealthy i'm not ruling out you know way down the road if we have difficulty trying to deal with 
this deficit that we're going to have to look at a similar kind of thing in social security 
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similar kind of thing in social security his competitors jumped on him absolutely not no no i don't agree with 
that that's a mistake i mean the fact is social security is a great success if that means taking benefits away 
from people who pay for it i'd be against it i mean social security has always been a trust they also warmed 
up for the debate by arguing about abortion harkin's campaign put out a flyer suggesting that carrie and 
clinton are not really pro-choice on abc harkin tried to distance himself from the mailing i and i think there's 
an organization of women and others that have gotten together to make mailings out that we authorize he 
didn't only authorize it his campaign paid for it the flyer falsely claims that clinton signed a bill requiring 
parental consent for abortions in fact the arkansas law requires parental notification not consent and it 
exempts children who have been abused clinton's wife rushed to refute the charge well there's a real big 
difference between consent notification and as you also notice it was not just aimed at bill clinton it was also 
aimed at senator kerry it's not the first time tom's made a misleading statement in this campaign instead of 
being tom harkin he's becoming hulk hogan in this campaign the winner of this political wrestling match could 
depend on how voters score the final debate and new hampshire is notorious for deciding at the last possible 
moment garrett thanks andrea and now to john cochran who is covering president bush's effort to beat back 
the challenge from pat buchanan john garrick four years ago on the last weekend of the new hampshire 
campaign george bush turned defeat into victory now he's trying to turn what could be a surprisingly and 
embarrassingly modest win into a landslide the president is counting a lot on the likability factor you know 
how that works maybe new hampshire republicans are disenchanted with bush's domestic record but he is a 
nice guy and barbara is terrific at least that is what the bush campaign hopes undecided voters will be 
thinking on tuesday 
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on tuesday today bush admitted he may not be as effective on tv as pat buchanan is but he said so what 
there are a lot of people out there a lot more charismatic than i am but a lot of mark may don't have to make 
the tough decisions either heck if that were the case phil donahue might be president of the united states the 
buchanan campaign has been troubled by suggestions that he is anti-semitic bush has made no such 
charges but today he did get in a not so subtle dig and i'm going to keep on fighting for a united states that is 
free of discrimination free of anti-semitism and bush showed more energy campaigning today after some 
lackluster appearances yesterday he hit hard against wasteful government spending like the ill-fated 


proposal for a memorial to ban leader lawrence welk but bush stumbled when it became clear he was not 
sure mr welk is still alive i'm all for lawrence welk lawrence welk is a wonderful man he used to be or was or 
wherever he is now bless him but we don't need seven hundred thousand dollars for lawrence welk museum 
when we got tough times and people in new hampshire are hurting well the good news that lawrence welk is 
still with us at the age of 88 and the bad news for president bush is that the buchanan came buchanan 
campaign will still be with us after new hampshire unless the president has turned around a lot of votes this 
weekend eric thanks john cochran i have to wait for the lawrence welk vote to come in on tuesday night well 
george bush is not afraid of losing that new hampshire primary the question is how much will he win it by 
how much of the vote does pat buchanan have to win in losing in order to claim that he has won something 
the game of perceptions is on and here's lisa myers pat buchanan is counting on passion to carry him 
through he concedes that the president has 
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he concedes that the president has greater numbers but he believes that his supporters driven by anger and 
ideology will vote come tuesday the buchanan brigades are going to run head on into the hollow army of king 
george and cut joy like butter for weeks now both camps have been spinning madly hoping to put their spin 
on just what would constitute victory i've always felt that 20 25 of the vote for pat buchanan will be a nail in 
the coffin of george bush pat doesn't do substantially better than that his campaign has been a very big 
failure i would say mr president what if buchanan gets 40 percent george bush never has been a hit with new 
hampshire conservatives who consider him a closet moderate you have about 17 to 18 of the solid hardcore 
conservative vote that will ask for any other candidate besides george bush factor in the depressed state of 
the new hampshire economy and as someone said mickey mouse should get 25 percent of the vote against 
bush buchanan almost certainly will do better than that in 1972 two challengers captured 30 percent of the 
vote against president richard nixon nixon still overwhelmingly won re-election carrying 49 states buchanan 
hopes to equal the 1968 performance of senator eugene mccarthy who's 42 percent of the vote here 
persuaded lyndon johnson not to run for reelection give us victory here and together we'll march south out of 
here straight into georgia the bottom line is this less than 35 percent for buchanan is a victory for bush 
between 35 and 40 percent is a draw and above 40 percent george bush is damaged goods lisa myers nbc 
news manchester from nbc news headquarters in new york good evening the 1992 presidential campaign is 
starting with a bang not a whimper as we head into the final hours of the first primary with an unconventional 
and unlikely democrat out front and a sitting republican president working to the final hour to head off 
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working to the final hour to head off embarrassment nbc's andrea mitchell tonight is in the middle of that 
topsy-turvy democratic race andrea tom no one could have predicted this finish a few weeks ago a field of 
better-known democrats in hot pursuit of paul songas [Applause] [Music] today's theme song is called new 
sensation even the candidates seem surprised at how his solitary crusade has turned into a real campaign 
this is so bizarre this is so bizarre i am such an unlikely candidate during the last few weeks more money has 
been coming in as much as forty thousand dollars a day money is the mother's milk of politics and we have 
been discovered by a lot of mothers trying to protect his lead song has introduced environmentalists who've 
endorsed him moving quickly to rebut criticism of his support for nuclear power last night that issue 
dominated the final new hampshire debate the other democrats went after songus for being pro-nuclear yeah 
let me say a nuclear too i mean paul we're not all trying to gang up on you we're not saying you're wrong all 
the time and these people who have now suddenly discovered conservation and renewables 12 years after i 
did i think have a heck of a nerve to engage in those characterizations former front-runner bill clinton was 
scrambling today trying to pump up supporters and reach undecided voters dashing across a state where he 
was leading only 10 days ago trying to lower expectations when i came up here all you fellas in the media 
said if i could crawl my way into third place i could win the nomination so i feel great about where we are and 
where we're going bob carey's campaign is hoping for new life from a strong debate performance senator 


any strategies just keep working tom harkin drew bad reviews for the debate and for attack ads jerry brown 
has had little impact here and then there's the wild card a rally for a write-in candidate who isn't here but now 
says he wishes he were that 


01:02:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=odADHYkRuB8Y &t=3721S 





but now says he wishes he were that leaves songs from neighboring massachusetts a heavy favor 
tomorrow's today hard to believe isn't it after all this time let's go get them what hasn't been tested yet are the 
candidates get out the vote organizations turnout could also be affected by weather it is expected to snow 
here tomorrow afternoon tom andrea let's talk about the calendar for a moment presuming that paul 
saunders comes out of new hampshire can he take that no frills message of his south i think it's going to be 
very difficult for him to prove that he is not just a regional candidate he might have some organization in 
maryland coming up in neighboring main caucuses but the southern primaries are going to be very tough all 
right thank you very much andrea mitchell tonight in new hampshire as for the republicans the president has 
done everything but build an extension of the white house in new hampshire as he tries to keep conservative 
challenger pat buchanan in low numbers nbc's john cochran is at the washington white house tonight john 
tom after a weekend in new hampshire the president is back here but he's still campaigning in radio and tv 
interviews tonight he was asked why he failed to put his proposal for personal exemption tax cuts in the 
economic package he wants congress to pass next month as i said in the state of the union message it's in 
the longer term plan the longer term plan is not long term it's to get it done this year but what i'm trying to do 
in the seven point plan is to get the committee to lay aside politics and pass incentives that will stimulate the 
economy today challenger pat buchanan kept hammering away at bush's credibility like a prize fighter aiming 
his punches at cuts which have already drawn blood buchanan has ridiculed bush over and over again for 
reneging on his no new taxes pledge but the president is most vulnerable on the economy everybody's out of 
work and i just don't think he realizes the problems that the working people have for sure i think he's too far 
above us to understand it buchanan has tapped a rich 
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understand it buchanan has tapped a rich vein of anger but bush has most of the republican establishment 
working for him and the outcome may hinge on whether the rough and ready enthusiasm of buchanan's 
volunteers can compete with the experienced bush staffers i'm volunteering today bush may have 
campaigned too little and too late here this weekend he never said his modest crowds on fire it took his pal 
the terminator to do that hasta today buchanan claimed his own crowds are a sign his campaign is peaking a 
second sign is a fella that was up here yesterday and left town a little disheartened mr bush he took the 
terminator with him the president may have stayed in washington but mrs bush returned for 11th hour 
campaigning even buchanan supporters admit she is formidable but most people don't vote for spouses the 
real question is whether the more than 30 percent of republican voters will go for a protest candidate right 
now some polls shall be cannon below 30 percent tom let's talk about the expectation game what does pat 
buchanan have to do to truly embarrass the president based on the white house definition of that well they're 
saying predicting here he may get 38 to 42 but they don't believe it if he gets that high george bush is 
seriously embarrassed and is in trouble on super tuesday down south tom thank you very much john cochran 
at the white house tonight decision 92 tonight how new hampshire voters decide for a week now we have 
been keeping track of some voters in hudson a southern new hampshire suburb which has a long record 
going back to 1952 of voting with the winners democrat and republican these are serious times in hudson 
this was farm country until the 80s boom changed hudson to suburban sprawl the area's rural economy gave 
way to a rich crop of retail outlets for hudson's active consumer population when the recession hit the bottom 
fell out of hudson it's been hard times for two years now these are very serious times for the people of 
hudson they feel their 
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people of hudson they feel their economic lives are at stake and so they've been making careful judgments 
about these candidates and it has not been an easy choice it'll be jeffrey and jay and gary okay let's go 
defense one two three defense let's go now coach johnsonvich makes quick decisions in the huddle but he 
had a hard time with the democratic candidates make sure you see me before you start working so did his 
wife jackie an art teacher in the same local high school for hudson this is a sign of the times memories of 
prosperity and political promises memories is owned by steve cruel a staunch republican and his partner tom 
gomes a democrat they've laid off so many employees they have to do the cooking and the bartending now 
and they're both upset with the president i'm even considering uh possibly just throwing a vote buchanan's 
way uh simply to uh probably not because i'm for buchanan but more because i'm just a little upset with 
judge bush but two days later steve was listening to pat buchanan on a radio talk show and he decided 
buchanan was just too conservative and naive if we did put buchanan out there as the number one person 
he's really not the man for the job tom also voted for abortion 88 but for him once is enough i trusted bush i 
believed in bush i thought he was going to do something for me but he forgot all about the economy he forgot 
all about new hampshire like so many new hampshire voters tom is a diligent student in an election year 
studying the material listening to the news media he was on the clinton bandwagon earlier but changed his 
mind when clinton tried to answer the personal charges to me clinton is applying for a job he's being asked a 
direct question in his job interview by his employer and he refuses to answer that question sorry but i 
wouldn't hire you bill clinton so when the democrats assembled for their final debate on sunday night tom 
coach sadorovich and jackie all still undecided gathered at memories songus was emerging as a favorite but 
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songus was emerging as a favorite but what about his image problems uh abraham lincoln just didn't look 
great either i don't think the it has to be a polished handsome image which you know packaged plastic 
president when it ended tom was sure of his choice what do you think my opinion song has summed it all up 
in his final statements um we got two roads to travel an easy road that can be sugar coated by all the other 
candidates or we can take the hard road i'll make sacrifices and he's right we got to work it all out together 
sure he got my vote for this and for jackie and the coach i'm gonna have to see some more i guess and 
could be right up to the day i vote right i'm leaning towards august but still thinking about kerry but today 
jackie went back to paul saunders in the future here is the new hampshire presidential curse for the last 40 
years presidential candidates have been running in the new hampshire primary and in all those years no 
sitting president has ever been re-elected who did not get at least 63 percent of his party's vote yesterday 
george bush got 53 percent the curse may not work this year because we're dealing with the president who 
said i will do whatever i have to do to be reelected he means it and pat buchanan knows he means it the 
odds are overwhelming that george bush will win the nomination buchanan can live with that he already has 
won a big prize a claim to leadership of the conservative movement and a chance for the republican 
presidential nomination in 1996. others want that nomination dan quayle jack kemp dick cheney jim baker 
now they've got to reckon with buchanan who carried the conservative banner to new hampshire and rattled 
the president's cage a president who never did win the hearts and minds of the republican conservatives 
unless there is some kind of miracle buchanan should be out of the race in a few weeks he doesn't want to 
be a spoiler besides 
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he doesn't want to be a spoiler besides this year does not give him his best shot at the presidency 1996 does 
he'll be 57 years old the republican presidential nomination very likely will be up for grabs and buchanan will 
go for it what he did in new hampshire yesterday will make it much easier tom thank you john tonight from 
nbc news headquarters in new york good evening as the presidential primary trail heads south now president 
bush had hoped to use this time to shore up that region for the fall campaign against the democrats but 
instead he has to deal with continuing attacks from within his own party pat buchanan who was in south 
carolina when the president arrived today nbc's john cochran at the white house tonight john tom the 
president would like to ignore buchanan but he won't go away and privately bush's advisors now think 
buchanan will find a way to stay in this race through the california primary in june while the president 


campaigned in south carolina his aides were still scratching their heads trying to come up with a strategy to 
put buchanan away buchanan already has his strategy for campaigning below the mason-dixon line in new 
hampshire he blames the president for hard times down south he blames bush for a civil rights bill which 
buchanan claims will result in racial quotas if i am elected all forms of reverse discrimination or discrimination 
will be out of the federal government lock stock and barrel thank you thank you the president has always 
claimed the new civil rights law will not impose job quotas but today he was claiming nothing bush simply 
ignored buchanan's charges the new strategy reflects confusion in the camp of the president who vowed 
only two days ago to get tough with his republican rival instead of no more mr nice guy today marked the 
return of mr nice guy bush did bash the democrats but he never mentioned buchanan by name the next five 
years of american history are just too important to entrust to the inexperienced 
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inexperienced bush thinks he will run well in south carolina where the party establishment is on his side just 
as it was in well in new hampshire the bush camp also hopes david duke will take away votes that might go 
to buchanan late today bush supporters denied a charge buchanan had made earlier that they barred him 
from speaking at the party conference where bush appeared while bush spoke buchanan was across the 
street resuming his old role of commentator as he watched the president emphasize his conservative 
credentials the rhetoric is utterly contradicted by the reality when asked about buchanan's guerrilla tactics 
bush's state campaign chairman the governor of south carolina said well what's a circus without a sideshow 
a good line but buchanan is taken seriously and tonight in a speech vice president quayle will warn that the 
the buchanan campaign could divide conservatives and wind up electing a liberal democrat in november 
garrick ugly good evening the gloves are off and the jabs are getting sharper as president bush and pat 
buchanan battle for the allegiance of conservative republicans in the latest move the bush administration 
sent vice president dan quayle to warn conservatives that by supporting buchanan they are hurting 
themselves here's correspondent henry champ do you want a genuine conservative in the white house or do 
you want what you've had the last three years because what we've had i think when we elected george bush 
we got a little bit of michael dukakis buchanan's onslaughts have been stinging and an alarmed white house 
is fighting back to keep its conservative support the only real question facing us today is whether our 
president will enter the general election campaign from a position of strength or from a position of weakness 
again today on national television quail told conservatives not to risk the election by criticizing the president 
we've gotten the message from new hampshire we know full well what it is one of those messages from 
conservatives was aimed at the national endowment for the arts and friday its chairman john thronemeyer 
was ousted 
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thronemeyer was ousted conservatives waged a furious anti-nea campaign for funding such works as the 
late robert maplethorpe's photo exhibitions and andre serrano's depiction of christ submerged in urine letter 
writing campaigns flooded congress the issue of taxpayer support had flourished for three years now if artists 
want to go in a men's room and and and and write dirty words on the wall let them furnish their own crayons 
let them furnish their own wall but don't ask the taxpayers to support it in fact most of the nea's funds go to 
non-controversial groups like the boys choir of harlem the controversy was always simmering but once 
buchanan made it a campaign issue from meyer was finished the white house says buchanan cannot be 
elected and message sending only weakens the president most conservative leaders agree but they also 
see an opportunity to make their policies stick henry champ nbc news washington and with us now is gary 
bauer conservative activist and a former domestic policy adviser in the reagan administration good evening 
sir good doesn't dan quayle have a point that you're only hurting yourself by attacking george bush and 
weakening his campaign well i think conservatives aren't particularly attacking george bush but they are 
urging the president to return to his conservative principles and i think if the president does that it will not only 
be good for conservatives but it'll be good for him it'll help him reassure his re-election are you convinced 
that his conservative principles are your conservative principles well the president campaigned as a 
conservative in 1988 he's done some good conservative things with his court appointments uh the way he 


conducted himself in the gulf war and now this week with firing john frommeyer although it's long overdue 
there are some other things the president could do to reassure conservatives and i'm optimistic that he'll do 
those in the weeks ahead you have other targets the administration you're quoted as saying that budget 
director darmian should be made the bush campaign chairman an american samoa well there are a number 
of things the 
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well there are a number of things the administration could do including some personnel changes we'd like to 
see the president indicate that he's going to use a line-item veto the constitution in fact gives him one he 
should start vetoing waste when the congress passes it he could go on and index capital gains on his own he 
could strengthen his tax bill and put some relief in there some more relief for families we hear we hear your 
points here but the bottom line politically how do you see the bu cannon campaign is it to get elected or is it 
to put pressure on george bush really well i haven't talked to pat i assume that he wants to be president but i 
think the point for the president here beside whatever pat buchanan decides to do is that the president for his 
own reelection purposes needs to return to his own philosophy his conservative philosophy the american 
people are looking for strong leadership not for going back and forth on the issues that the president is a 
strong leader he'll win all right gary bauer in washington thanks for being with us and as for the president he 
spent the day at camp david he's expected to have little trouble winning most republican delegates in 
tomorrow's main caucuses but three of the democrats made it a point to be in maine this evening paul 
tsongas is hoping to repeat his first place showing in the new hampshire primary earlier in georgia tsongas 
met with another democrat who was once known as jimmy who and later went on to the white house bill 
clinton was in maryland today before going on to maine where he needs a first or second place showing for 
his campaign and jerry brown spent more time in maine than the other democrats he's been there for five 
days now hoping to bounce back after his poor showing in new hampshire this is nbc nightly news reported 
by garrick utley good evening politics is not predictable and the surprise in the main caucuses today is jerry 
brown former governor of california he finished last in the democratic primary in new hampshire last week but 
today he ran a virtual dead heat with paul tsongas and well ahead of the rest of the democrats our 
correspondent fred briggs is in maine this evening good evening fred good evening garrick yes indeed paul 
sanges is in a neck-and-neck race here 
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sanges is in a neck-and-neck race here not with governor bill clinton certainly not with senators tom harkin or 
bob carey but with jerry brown who placed last among the major candidates in new hampshire maine is not 
new hampshire and caucuses are not primaries [Music] in terms of hoof law and cheering they may look 
alike much as maine and new hampshire terrain look like then why isn't this man smiling carcasses just give 
me the heebie-jeebies and i would hope that i don't get a bad case of that today a caucus is a kind of cross 
between a town meeting and a political convention more than 400 of them in the state today in cities like 
portland and in smaller towns any registered democrat is eligible to vote and unlike primaries no secret ballot 
here everyone knows who you voted for candidates can address a caucus just before the voting only two did 
today paul saunders and jerry brown clinton made a visit last night on the way back from georgia and on the 
way out west which showed that his stamina was holding up even if his voice was not the best money we 
ever songs has been fairly busy in maine this week since his victory in the state next door he seemed more 
confident but still a bit astonished a strange thing happened on my way to my political funeral i won new 
hampshire california's jerry brown has put in the most time in maine and the most places and it's easier being 
green in maine than in new hampshire maine stresses the environment much more so the man stressing 
grassroots organizing expected to do well here because i truly believe that if maine votes for we the people 
we will move across this country we will shake up that establishment we'll bring millions of people into the 
electorate and we will win in november thank you very much thank you [Applause] 
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all that seems to say that paul sanges who is after all from new england may have some troubled weeks 
ahead garrick all right fred briggs in maine well this uh here are delegate projections in today's caucuses 
maine as of this hour these are estimates with 80 percent of the precincts reporting final results won't come 
until later in the week tsongas gets seven brown eight clinton three harken one kerry gained none four 
delegates are listed as uncommitted this evening by the way all five democrats are in south dakota for a 
debate before the primary in that state on tuesday that contest is seen as crucial for tom harkin and bob 
carey and republicans also caucused in maine today although officially the state sends uncommitted 
delegates to the party's national convention it's expected that those elected today will be solidly behind 
george bush in the weekend maine caucuses first time in 20 years that the winner of the new hampshire 
primary didn't follow up with a decisive win next door in maine nbc's andrea mitchell tonight andrea where 
the democrats go from here tom there's no obvious front-runner as the democrats frantically target the 15 
primaries and nine caucuses being held in the next two weeks today was jerry brown's turn in the spotlight 
he embarrassed paul songus in maine with his virtual tie in party caucuses while the other candidates were 
Zig-zagging across the country in recent days brown was courting full-time maine's anti-establishment vote 
electability in denver today brown claimed he's got it our campaign is based on inviting millions of americans 
back into the process it's the only way we can present a winning alternative to george bush the next 24 hours 
belonged to south dakota a very different landscape from maine or new hampshire unemployment is low but 
there is always worry about farm prices south dakota is a must win for nebraska neighbor bob kerry who has 
campaigned hard here today's photo opportunity was with voters eligible in the year 2008. we'll eat your 
flakes since running a poor third in new hampshire 
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poor third in new hampshire money is tight we're getting it in you know we had we're not down to bake sales 
yet but we're getting close the pressure is also on another neighbor iowa's tom harkin if he doesn't finish 
second in south dakota he could run out of gas or the ethanol he's touting in this farm state television ads are 
cheap in south dakota carries are pretty rough who will fight to save the family farm bill clinton his top 
economic advisor said we should end farm subsidies you know that guy's not on my payroll if you were on 
my payroll he'd be off of it he was an advisor to me on taxes not on agriculture songus is competing in south 
dakota to prove he's not just a regional candidate even if he doesn't look quite at home on the range his only 
local claim is his father-in-law a south dakota college football hero i'd vote for paul songas even if he wasn't 
married to my daughter nikki family ties didn't protect him from being attacked for proposing higher gasoline 
taxes are you ready to denounce your five cent a gallon gasoline tax per year for ten years that's 50 cents a 
gallon tell tell all the people tom i did not interrupt you looking beyond south dakota kerry and songs have 
now decided to fight clinton next week in his home region georgia hoping to slow him down before the bigger 
southern primaries on super tuesday tom thank you andrew it was once said as maine goes so goes the 
nation well president bush hopes this political year will revive that old saying he captured 88 percent of the 
vote in maine's republican straw poll on sunday that buchanan managing only four percent nbc's john 
cochran the president was on the campaign trail again tonight and once again he's got taxes on his mind tom 
the president is taking a chance he is not repeating his read my lips pledge but he is saying he is the one 
who can prevent higher income taxes tonight the president took his campaign into maryland bashing the tax 
plan backed by house democrats the house will vote this week on a plan for a temporary two-year tax cut 
two hundred dollars for an individual four hundred dollars for a couple 
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four hundred dollars for a couple but income taxes would go up for individuals with a taxable income of 
eighty five thousand dollars and couples making one hundred and forty five thousand and what's worse 
some of them have a bidding war in mind to pay for that they'd have to raise taxes on people making more 
than thirty five thousand dollars a year the statement is of course completely false president's words and 
gestures and actions are those of a man in the grip of panic i think what the president is having is a problem 
with mr buchanan and he is shooting from the hip the danger for bush in talking about taxes is that it reminds 
everyone he went back on his no new taxes pledge on meet the press vice president quayle said bush 


compromised on taxes in 1990 because of the gulf crisis if we hadn't gotten a budget agreement we would 
have further crisis and would have weakened the president a tough responsibility hadn't been facing down 
saddam hussein and i noticed young dan said on television yesterday george bush didn't break that tax 
pledge the congress made him do it you know it's the old flip wilson defense the devil made me do it but 
sources say that to show he can get tough the president is considering a constitutional challenge by vetoing 
only the things he does not like in the democrats bill the democrats say it would be illegal to veto only part of 
a bill and that eventually the supreme court would have to decide today south dakota primary is critically 
important for two democratic presidential candidates who have had poor showing so far senator tom harkin 
of iowa and bob carey of nebraska kerry is the favorite to win and although south dakota's polls don't close 
for hours paul songus today virtually conceded to carry saying welcome to the winner's circle arkansas 
governor bill clinton was back home today dealing with a special session of the state legislature his 11 years 
in office make him the 
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his 11 years in office make him the nation's longest-serving governor what kind of a state of executive has he 
been more now from nbc's andrea mitchell [Music] forced off the campaign trail to handle a child welfare 
crisis at home clinton tried to make the best of it his speech to the state legislature sounded like a campaign 
rally if we can make the life of one child better if we can secure a future for one family then the endeavors 
are worth the heat the reality is a lot more grim seven-year-old daniel torek lost part of a leg to child abuse 
after being lost in the state's child welfare system four-year-old stephen walters died of child abuse after a 
social worker refused to get involved clinton made some changes in the child welfare system but only called 
the legislature back under pressure from a lawsuit it's clear that the information was there to allow him to 
move faster i don't have to explain anything this is a problem in every state in america today clinton was 
calling members of the budget committee to get the problem fixed fast but there was another controversy his 
decision to permit burning of hazardous wastes at a site near little rock air monitors picked up traces of 
dioxin he's also criticized for raising the sales tax to pay for education reform a regressive tax state law 
requires a three-fourth vote to raise other taxes something clinton has rarely managed to do however there 
are many pluses in clinton's record his top priority education reform higher standards for teachers and 
students welfare reform able-bodied people must seek training and a job extensive health programs to 
prevent teen pregnancy i have not seen bill be willing to use his campaign network to achieve the program 
that he advocates perhaps that's because clinton prefers compromise to confrontation people like you come 
to me and ask me about my compromises and don't look at the change we've affected and you can't go to 
those other people because they haven't done anything clinton has been an effective leader in 
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clinton has been an effective leader in many areas but critics say he has not always been willing to take the 
political risk necessary to deliver on all his promised reforms andrea mitchell nbc news little rock in the 
republican campaign conservative pat buchanan was not on the ballot in today's south dakota primary but 
dealing with buchanan is on the minds of the bush campaign before the new hampshire primary last week 
the president took the high road above negative campaigning the people of new hampshire are a little bit 
tired of all the negative advertisements and all the attack dog tactics coming from the left and coming from 
the right and let me tell you what i am for i'm going to continue with a positive campaign it's not about who 
can trash another person's candidacy in some 30-second spot that was then this is now a bush ad out today 
attacking buchanan saying that he opposed the persian gulf war president spokesman general p x kelly 
retired marine corps commandant i served with many of the marines who fought in desert storm the last thing 
we need in the white house is an isolationist like pat buchanan if he doesn't think america should lead the 
world how can we trust him to lead america just a month ago president bush announced a new tax plan as 
the centerpiece of his economic recovery program tonight the house rejected the president's plan by the 
embarrassing vote of 427 to one the loan vote for it a democrat orton of utah and this came one day after 30 
percent of the republican voters in the south dakota presidential primary chose uncommitted instead of 


voting for the president pat buchanan touring a louisiana factory today called the president politically weak as 
a kitten and claimed he could have beaten him in south dakota if the bush campaign had not kept him off the 
ball among democrats bob carey did win in south dakota and took his revitalized 
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south dakota and took his revitalized campaign south kerry said today that bill clinton would be a liability for 
the democrats if he became the party's nominee paul sagas was also courting george's black vote today 
laying a wreath at the grave of martin luther king the state holds its primary next tuesday along with maryland 
and colorado george bush is paying a political price for this stalled economy the president's approval rating 
now stands at 39 percent according to the latest los angeles times mirror poll that's down more than 50 
points since last march with the president so vulnerable the democratic nomination now is a prize much 
worth fighting for and that fighting has gotten downright nasty this week nbc's lisa myers the democrats are 
doing what they vowed not to do this year eat their young the target arkansas governor bill clinton who has 
formidable advantages in money and organization going into these crucial southern primaries again today 
bob carey went after clinton with a machete the issue clinton's avoidance of the draft look if he wanted to go 
in the military he could have gone in the military plain and simple and all this stuff oh no i was you know i was 
doing this and the other thing i tried to do that's baloney now i will tell you today that bill clinton should not be 
the nominee of our party because he will not be able to win even paul tsongas who had seemed to be above 
the fray now says clinton is damaged goods you know we all have our electability problems mine is that i'm 
not as telegenic as i should be and he has his clinton today dismissed kerry's attacks as an insult to southern 
voters i hope that tomorrow he'll wake up as his old self remind himself that he came home as an opponent 
of the vietnam war and remind himself of the facts of my case i did nothing dishonorable it's already illegal 
and today clinton went after songus he says he'll be the best president wall 
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he says he'll be the best president wall street ever had i am tired of the what is cold-blooded being passed 
off is courage is bill clinton now our resident expert on courage kerry scorched her tactics are triggered by 
the belief that it's now or never that unless someone stops him clinton could emerge from the southern 
primaries with a commanding lead kerry a decorated war hero claims he's merely exploiting the same 
weaknesses republicans would in the fall bill clinton will be opened up as i said yesterday like a boiled 
peanut in november clinton today also had to explain away his angry reaction to a rumor later proven wrong 
that tom harkin was being endorsed by jesse jackson it's an outrage it's a dirty double-crossing back 
stabbing thing to do clinton did not know he was being taped jackson's reaction he must face his public and 
live with the consequences of that which he says and that which he does tsongas said a president must be 
cool under fire and i think that outburst gave the american people a pretty good look into what a person does 
under stress this bloodletting was only the beginning the democrats are likely to keep their guns pointed at 
each other for the next three weeks the beneficiary george bush lisa myers nbc news washington the 
republican presidential campaign is proving as bare knuckled as the democrats a top bush aide today called 
pat buchanan's campaign a carnival sideshow and called buchanan the gop's jesse jackson pat buchanan 
has attracted many voters angry with george bush but what does buchanan stand for nbc's lisa myers looks 
at his columns commentary and campaign and finds controversy thank you very much for you thank you 
kindly good to see you the compassion which pat buchanan discovered in the snows of new hampshire 
seems to have melted away as he crossed the mason-dixon line he has abandoned economic issues for 
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he has abandoned economic issues for cultural issues and race his main charge that george bush signed a 
civil rights bill which mandates racial quotas and discriminates against whites and if i'm elected president no 
discrimination will be no discrimination not in favor of anybody and not against anybody and that in my view 
is where george bush has gone wrong buchanan's new ad attacking the national endowment for the arts 
bashes gays the bush administration has invested our tax dollars in pornographic and blasphemous art too 


shocking to show this so-called art has glorified homosexuality buchanan insists he is not a bigot or a racist 
yet many of his remarks are seen as hostile to blacks in the south he pays tribute to confederate heroes who 
fought to preserve slavery in a column last year buchanan denounced martin luther king jr as a false god and 
applauded arizona for saying no to a king holiday and he does not disavow this statement about david dew 
david duke's issues i saw him for one hour in the show there's not a thing he said a conservative could 
disagree with it buchanan also has made controversial statements about women in 1983 he wrote that 
women are less equipped psychologically to succeed and not endowed by nature with the single-minded 
ambition needed to compete in business buchanan stands by that column but is now fudging his position on 
another issue when pat buchanan opposed desert storm buchanan claims that bush ad is false well general 
kelly's not speaking the truth pat buchanan supported desert storm from the moment the first shot was fired 
in fact buchanan vehemently opposed getting into the war witness this remark which many consider anti- 
semitic there are only two groups that are beating the drums right now for war in the middle east and that is 
the israeli defense ministry and its amen corner in the united states pat buchanan bills himself as the 
candidate with the vision to lead america what's not clear is how many different 
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what's not clear is how many different kinds of americans his vision includes lisa myers nbc news evening it 
isn't easy running two political campaigns at the same time but that is what president bush was doing today 
one is the campaign he wants to wage against the democrats the other is the one he has to fight against 
fellow republican pat buchanan the next big prize is the primary in georgia on tuesday and that is where both 
men were today here's correspondent john cochran the president drove into georgia hoping two days here 
will do to pat buchanan what general sherman did to the confederate army here today it was the battle of 
atlanta as the two men campaigned within a few miles of each other buchanan has pulled out all the stops 
hoping for a strong enough showing here next tuesday to position himself for a run at the super tuesday 
primaries the following week bush as usual has the republican establishment working for him including 
conservative congressman newt gingrich who pilloried bush two years ago for breaking his no new taxes 
pledge even today gingrich seemed to have doubts as he extolled bush's virtues a man who gets up every 
day works all day may not always be right but always has integrity integrity was part of the president's pitch 
as he assured georgia republicans he would not be an attack dog in this campaign you don't have to be a 
negative message you don't have to always be saying something bad about somebody else but bush's new 
tv ads do it for him hitting back at buchanan his isolationism threatens thousands of georgia jobs and he 
even said women are less equipped psychologically to succeed in the workplace buchanan knows he 
appeals more to male voters than the female voters and the 1983 column he wrote questioning the ability of 
women won't help today he said he thinks women are competitive and noted that he trusted a woman his 
sister to run his campaign the bush campaign is getting so desperate it's becoming pathetic 
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desperate it's becoming pathetic now they're running attack hats based on 10 year old columns why don''t 
they come down and debate us on the issues mr bush is in town why don't we come over and just have a 
debate this evening bush has no interest in a debate but he did drop by an american legion hall and if that 
reminds voters that bush led the war against saddam hussein while buchanan initially opposed it then that's 
fine with bush the president's aides are flatly predicting buchanan will not equal the 37 percent vote he got in 
new hampshire and as part of that positive campaign that president bush promised to wage late today his 
spokesman marlon fitzwater accused buchanan of appealing to hate and division john cochran nbc news 
atlanta and as for the democrats they were campaigning in the west today in colorado which holds its 
primary next tuesday as well late today they gathered for a debate in denver one of three they will have 
around the country this weekend and party leader ron brown warned them not to quote tear each other apart 
as some were doing this week he told them to focus their harsh rhetoric instead i'm george bush 


END 


